Concerning the action of the epiglottis in swallowing, Mr. Carmalt Jones (Journal of Laryngology) says : " It used to be taught that the epiglottis had the action of a lid, and that one of its functions was in the act of swallowing to shut down over the larynx as if it were hinged on at the base of the tongue, and thus to prevent food, etc., from passing into the larynx, and that in addition, the 
taught that the epiglottis had the action of a lid, and that one of its functions was in the act of swallowing to shut down over the larynx as if it were hinged on at the base of the tongue, and thus to prevent food, etc., from passing into the larynx, and that in addition, the epiglottis, being thus tilted downwards and backwards, acted as a sort of guide or shoot for the food, and directed it towards the upper end of the oesophagus when pushed backwards by the base of the tongue. I 
